
Martin Luther: 
Monumental Reformer

ven if your job is a dish washer or sta ble boy,
yours is a di vinely ap pointed vo ca tion, as sa cred
as that of pas tor or church of fi cial (Ed. Pro vided
that is God’s call ing for YOU).

Even if you at tend church twice ev ery Sunday with out 
fail, give most of your in come to the poor, read your Bi ble
and pray ev ery day, and live a rig or ously moral life, this
will not earn you ac cep tance with God and en trance into
heaven.  That only co mes as a free gift from God, apart
from all your re li gious ded i ca tion.

These were the kinds of things that Mar tin Lu ther pro -
claimed in a time when the church held a fright en ing con -
trol over the lives and con sciences of the com mon peo ple.  
These teach ings changed the world.

Ralph Waldo Em er son, 300 years af ter Lu ther, as -
serted: Mar tin Lu ther the Re former is one of the most ex -
traor di nary per sons in his tory and has left a deeper
im pres sion of his pres ence in the mod ern world than any
other ex cept Co lum bus.”

Light ning strikes 

Lu ther did n’t set out to be come a world-class leader. 
He was headed for a ca reer as a law yer.  Those plans were
up set when as a prom is ing 22-year-old uni ver sity stu dent,
on July 2, 1505, he was caught in a vi o lent thun der storm. 
Light ning struck close to him.  Thrown to the ground and
fear ing for his life, he prayed to St. Anne that, if she would 
save him, he would be come a monk.

Monkery not enough

Lu ther kept his vow and pur sued the mo nas tic life

with an in ten sity that went far be yond the al ready strict re -
quire ments.  He wore him self out with prayer and fastings.  
He wore out his su pe ri ors with his ex ces sive and in ter mi -
na ble con fes sions.  “I kept the rule of my or der so strictly
that I may say that if ever a monk got to heaven by his
monkery it was I.  All my broth ers in the mon as tery who
knew me will bear me out.  If I had kept on any lon ger, I
should have killed my self with vig ils, prayers, read ings
and other work.”  But even these su per hu man ef forts did
not bring peace to his tor mented soul.  When he said his
first mass, he was “ut terly stu pe fied and ter ror-stricken” at 
the thought of standing before the Almighty God.

The door to heaven opened

His wise con fes sor and su pe rior, Dr. Johann Staupitz,
se cured for him self a no ble niche in church his tory in his
de ci sion to ap point Lu ther as a pro fes sor of the Bi ble at
Wittenberg.  Through his la bo ri ous stud ies of the Scrip -
tures, Lu ther came to see that the guilt that con sumed him
could not be lifted by more re li gion, and the God he
dreaded so much was not the God that Christ has re vealed.  
Shoot ing forth from the book of Romans (1:17), an other
thun der bolt crossed his path: “Night and day I pon dered
un til I saw the con nec tion be tween the jus tice of God and
the state ment that ‘the just shall live by his faith.’  Then I
grasped that the jus tice of God is that righ teous ness by
which, through grace and sheer mercy, God jus ti fies us
through faith.  There upon I felt my self to be re born and to
have gone through open doors into par a dise.  The whole of 
Scrip ture took on a new mean ing, and whereas be fore the
‘jus tice of God’ had filled me with hate, now it be came to
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me in ex press ibly sweet in
greater love.  This passage of
Paul became to me a gate to
heaven …”

In dul gences light the fuse 

Lu ther was also a pas tor at
the city church in Wittenberg and 
be gan to preach his now-found
faith to his con gre ga tion.  But at
the same time a rep re sen ta tive of
Pope Leo X, a monk named John
Tetzel, was sell ing in dul gences
to raise money to fi nance the
build ing of St. Pe ter’s Ca the dral
in Rome.  In dul gences were let -
ters of par don which guar an teed
forgiveness of sins.

Lu ther saw this as a per ver -
sion of the Gos pel.  He wrote up
95 the ses in Latin and posted
them on the door of the cas tle
church in vit ing schol ars to de -
bate the is sue of in dul gences.  It
was no big deal as schol ars did
that all the time.  And it was also
no big deal in that no one showed 
up to de bate.  But the print ing
press had re cently been in vented
and Lu ther’s the ses were printed
up.  Within weeks cop ies were in
de mand and stim u lat ing debate
across Europe. 

An ep och bat tle en sued. 
Within three years a “pa pal bull’
was is sued, con demn ing Lu ther. 
He ag o nized through an other
level of in ner tor ment in his life. 
Did he dare stand be fore the
power, wis dom, and doc tors of
church and claim his in ter pre ta -
tion of Chris tian ity was cor rect? 
Be fore God he could not do oth -
er wise, un less con vinced from
Scrip ture that he was wrong.  

Branded a her e tic, ex com -
mu ni cated, ban ished and con -
demned by the em peror Charles
V, he was to be cap tured or killed
on sight.  But he was kid naped
and pro tected by Duke Fred er ick
of Saxony.
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He poured out his en ergy in study, think ing, writ ing,
and trans lat ing the New Tes ta ment into Ger man that ev -
ery one could un der stand.  Later he re turned to Wittenberg
to deal with cri ses there, while his ideas and writ ings
spread across Eu rope like wa ter from a burst dam.  The
Ref or ma tion could not be stopped.

Back to school 

Lu ther mar ried a for mer nun, Kathryn von Bora.  To -
gether they had six chil dren and raised four or phans.  He
con cluded that “mar riage is a far better school for char ac -
ter than any mon as tery.”

Taken from Glimpses, by Christian History Institute,
Copyright – 1991.

Ed i tor’s Note: Mar tin Lu ther’s years (1483 – 1546). 
Praise God that he ex pe ri enced the gift of free Sal va tion
(De liv erer) by Je sus Christ alone – Faith Alone, Word
Alone & Grace Alone, AND em pow ered by the Bi -
ble/Holy Spirit to ex pe ri ence the price of de ny ing self and
tak ing up ‘his’ cross (dis ci ple ship) and fol low ing JESUS! 
YES, a sin ner, like you and I, saved by GRACE!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

For perhaps he (Onesimus) therefore departed
for a season, that thou (Philemon) shouldest

receive him for ever. Philemon 15 

Very many of the saints have loved ones who have not
re sponded to the Gos pel.  Some of these may now live
miles away and do not bother to keep in touch.  Some are
even man i festly hos tile to Chris tian things.  Onesimus had 
to come into con tact with a man in prison be fore his life
was rad i cally changed.  He was prob a bly a pris oner him -
self.  Keep pray ing.  When the loved one re turns it might
well be for ever.  Brian Russell

Come home!  Come home!
You are weary at heart, for the way has been dark,
And so lonely and wild; O prod i gal child!
Come home!  Oh come home!  — E. M. Gates

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge   Proverbs 1:7

Prov erbs 1:7 is the key verse of this book.  It re minds
us that the be gin ning of wis dom is not found through ed u -
ca tion, hu man in sight, phi los o phy, wide ex pe ri ence, or

psy chol ogy, but from our rev er ence of who God is and an
un ques tion ing trust in His Word.  The more we know of
our God and His Word, the more spir i tual in sight we will
have into the prob lems of life.  A uni ver sity pro fes sor with 
his doc tor ate said to one of his med i cal stu dents, “I don’t
un der stand how the jan i tor has more un der stand ing about
life, its prob lems and how to re solve them than I do with
all my ed u ca tion.”  The jan i tor had only a lit tle for mal ed -
u ca tion, but was a man of the Book!  May we become
people of the Book!           Jim Conte

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Father, forgive them.  Luke 23:34
Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit. 

Luke 23:46

These are the first and last words of our Sav iour from
the cross and they are in ti mately linked.  “Fa ther, for give
them” re veals the Son’s great pur pose.  He came to for give 
and save sin ners.  “Fa ther, into Thy hands I com mend my
spirit” pro claims the Son’s pur pose ful filled.  But be -
tween these two cries, com mu nion with heaven was bro -
ken and He was judged for our sins.  When His work was
ac com plished, com mu nion was re stored.  Now our Sav -
iour could cry with a loud voice so that all heaven, earth,
and hell could hear, “It is fin ished!” (John 19:30).  Be -
loved, He did all this for us.          – Mil ton Haack

Fa ther, for give, the Sav iour said; they know not what
they do;

His heart was moved when thus He prayed, for me, my 
friends, and you.

              Isaac Watts
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Noah walked with God.
Gen e sis 6:9

The only other man of whom this was said, was
Enoch – Noah’s great-grand fa ther.  Now Noah,
as a lad, would have known and con versed with

his grand fa ther, Me thu se lah, who would, in turn
have known much of his own fa ther, the saintly
Enoch.  As par ents and grand par ents we have a

duty to leave a leg acy to those fol low ing – to be an 
ex am ple that youn ger gen er a tions want to fol low.

Brian Rus sell



USA: A Land of
Liberty/Freedom Yet!

George Wash ing ton lent his con vic tion/in flu ence and
in the Bill of Rights, Ar ti cle Three, de clared that in Amer -
ica there would be no es tab lish ment of re li gion and no hin -
drance of re li gious freedom.

Amer i can Gov ern ment Founded on Ba sic Un der -
stand ing That the God of the Bi ble is True God; Rights,
Lib er ties Given by God’s Na tion Must De pend on God
for Pros per ity, Bless ing and Must An swer to God for
Sins.

The Dec la ra tion of In de pend ence be gins: 

When in the course of hu man events it be comes
nec es sary for one peo ple to dis solve the po lit i cal
bands which have con nected them with an other
and to as sume among the pow ers of the earth the
sep a rate and equal sta tion to which the laws of na -
ture and of na ture’s God en ti tle them …

Our Na tional An them says,

Our fa ther’s God! To Thee, 
Au thor of lib erty, 
To Thee we sing. 

YET on ev ery Amer i can coin it says: 
“In God We Trust”

In 1789 Con gress passed the Bill of Rights, and ten of 
the pro posed amend ments to the Con sti tu tion were
adopted by the States.  We read there,

Con gress shall make no law re spect ing an es tab -
lish ment of re li gion or pro hib it ing the free ex er -
cise thereof, or abridg ing the free dom of speech,
or the press, or of the right of peo ple peace ably to
as sem ble and to pe ti tion the gov ern ment for re -
dress of griev ances.

Our na tional an them, “The Star Span gled Ban -
ner,” was writ ten dur ing the War of 1812 by Fran cis Scott
Key and one verse says: 

Blest with vic tory and peace, may 
The Heav’n-res cued land 
Praise the Power that hath made 
And pre served us a na tion!
Then con quer we must, when our 
Cause it is just;
And this be our motto, “In God is 
Our trust.”

“Amer ica,” our na tional hymn says:

Our fa thers’ God! To Thee, 
Au thor of lib erty, 
To Thee we sing: 
Long may our land be bright
With Free dom’s holy light’
Pro tect us by Thy might, 
Great God, our King.

Thomas Jef fer son wrote and pub lished in 1774 a
pam phlet, “A Sum mary of the rights of Brit ish Amer ica,”
that is, the col o nies, in which he said:

“The God who gave us life gave us
lib erty at the same time.”

Gen eral Douglas Mac Ar thur said in his ad dress:
“WHERE I STAND” 

Our need for pa tri otic fer vor and re li gious de vo -
tion was never more im pel ling.  There can be no
com pro mise with the athe is tic com mu nism (Ed i -
tor: So cial ism, Rad i cal Is lam, etc.) —- no
half-way in the pres er va tion of free dom and re li -
gion.  It must be all or noth ing …

It is an in fal li ble re minder that our great est hope and
faith rests upon two mighty sym bols – the cross and the
flag …

We must unite in the high pur pose that the lib er ties
etched upon the de sign of our life by our fore fa thers be un -
im paired and that we main tain the moral cour age and spir -
i tual lead er ship to pre serve in vi o late that mighty bul wark
of all free dom:  Our Christian Faith.

The Lib erty Bell is an iconic sym bol of Amer i can in -
de pend ence.

The “Lib erty Bell” was last rung in 1846, thus 2,080
pound icon of free dom fea tures a bib li cal in scrip tion from
Le vit i cus 25:10:

“Pro claim lib erty through out all the 
land unto all the in hab it ants thereof”

4

“With malice toward none, with
charity for all, with firmness in the

right as God gives us to see the right,
let us strive on to finish the work we

are in.”
Abra ham Lin coln
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Ed i to rial 
RES

A Pon der – GOD IS LOVE!!
What Is Your Def i ni tion/Prac tice of LOVE?

WHEN I was priv i leged & re spon si ble (to God, first of
all) to be in the ‘Par ish’ min is try, dur ing pre-mar tial coun -
sel ing, I liked to ask the bride and groom to be of their
def i ni tion of love?

Fol low ing is a por tion of Harper’s Bi ble Dic tio nary def i -
ni tion of LOVE, “the chief qual ity or at trib ute of ideal
char ac ter  Its high est O.T. ex pres sion in the Shema (Duet.
6:4 f.), quoted by Je sus (Matt. 22:39) and still re peated
twice daily by de vout Jews.  Love was em pha sized by Je -
sus in his pro nounce ment of the great est law, and his
teach ing of the “new com mand ment” at the in au gu ra tion
of the Lord’s Sup per (John 13:34).”

IN my un der stand ing LOVE is loy alty, com mit ment, de -
vo tion, faith ful ness, in giv ing, etc.

GOD’S MANIFESTATION is in the Per son of JESUS/
In car nate/His Word the Bi ble!  This is what is called
‘Agape’ Love which is ‘Di vine Love’; which is not
mushy, makes no pa rades and most cer tainly not ‘fleshly
love’, old na ture’s lust.

There is much mis un der stand ing to day of what true love
re ally is, from ex cus ing fleshly lusts, con don ing sin ful de -
sires and prac tices to where it is at the point from ‘tol er -
ance’ to ‘trea son’!

The Chris tian stan dard to day (at large) has eroded to
where it is clearly ‘for eign’ to what the Bi ble lov ingly
states. Nu mer ous ‘Chris tians’ to day are strad dling the
fence, which clearly is con trary to the WORD of GOD. 
Clearly JESUS states that you are ei ther for Me or against
Me; which in cludes clearly stand ing with or for what is
right or wrong – no mid dle ‘ground’.  The BIBLE is a
clear ‘road map’ to ei ther Heaven OR Hell!  So what God
called SIN yes ter year is SIN to day, to mor row and
FOREVER!

Oh, tak ing a ‘bib li cal stand’ peo ple will call you ‘nar -
row-minded, con ser va tive, bigot, neg a tive, etc.  Cul ture,
so ci ety, what peo ple think does n’t change the bib li cal
stan dard which is for ever set tled in Heaven.   Right and
wrong are not ‘bed part ners!  

In what is of ten called the ‘love chap ter’, 1 Co rin thi ans
13:6 “does not re joice in in iq uity, but re joices in the
truth;” Isa iah 5, Jer e miah 15, Isa iah 8:20, 1 John
2:15-17, “Do not love the world or the things in the
world.  If any one loves the world, the love of the Fa ther is
not in him.  For all that is in the world – the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – is not of

the Fa ther but is of the world.  And the world is pass ing
away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God
abides for ever.”  Please no tice also 1 John 4:16-21.

We all like to be ac cepted and liked; but when we make
light of sin or com pro mise we dull our con science, which
re sults in con fu sion and be trays the prin ci ples/teach ings
of God’s Word!   Jer e miah 15:17.  (By the way ‘Jer e -
miah’ is known as a weep ing prophet)!

 The ‘Chris tian bat tle/spir i tual strug gles go on and there
are ca su al ties in this war fare; but we seek to bind them up
spir i tu ally which the world can not re ally of fer – namely, a 
mes sage of hope and change through out the life of a per -
son (II Cor. 5:17) – the life chang ing Gos pel of Je sus
Christ.  “’I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit
within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh
and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my Spirit within
you and cause you to walk in My stat utes, and you will
keep My judg ments and do them.  Then you shall dwell in
the land that I gave to your fa thers; you shall be My peo -
ple, and I will be your God’”. Ezekiel 36:26-28.  (Think
also of the ‘heav enly/city land’)  NOW don’t get the ‘cart’ 
be fore the ‘horse’ think ing you will get to that ‘heav enly’
land by ref or ma tion, good works, etc. as ‘good works’
should fol low the per sonal GIFT of Sal va tion – Ephe sians 
2:8-10.

Mar tin Lu ther was so sick and tired of try ing to earn his
sal va tion that at one point in his life he se ri ously thought
that the book of James should not be in the BIBLE; but as
we learn look ing at Lu ther’s Cat e chism that a child of
God ‘should fear and love’ God.  

Hans Neilsen Hauge put it this way; that a be liever (saved
sin ner) is re moved from the con dem na tion of the LAW
but not com pli ance to the LAW!  You see the ‘Law’ will
try to make you serve GOD, but it is in ca pa ble of mak ing
you love God.

Je sus (God’s LOVE) put it this way, that IF you LOVE
ME you will keep My com mand ments which are not
griev ous to you.

In gen eral to day ‘Chris tian ity’ is on a slip pery slope (ero -
sion/apos tasy) and it is like a ‘snow ball go ing down a
steep hill; when there is no ob jec tion, it just gains mo men -
tum and en large ment.  Isa iah 59:14 – 21.

Let me give you one ex am ple of the spir i tual ero sion of
to day!  

The dance used to be ‘sin’ in a ‘Chris tian’s life’ and was of 
this sin ful ‘world’ which is fash ion con scious with ‘im -
mod esty’!  From ‘Scrip ture’ let me ex plain that it still is
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‘sin’; but be fore I do so fol low ing God’s Holy Word,
some will say Da vid in the Old Tes ta ment ‘danced’.  Cor -
rect and read the same in its con text and let SCRIPTURE
INTERPRET SCRIPTURE!

Oth ers may say:  “But we live in a sin ful world and sin is
all around us.”  This is TRUE; but that does not give the
Chris tian the free dom to en joy sin for a sea son OR for a
‘pil low of Grace’ to sin upon, for what you sow you shall
reap!  Romans 14:13, 1 Co rin thi ans 8:9-12.

WHEN did GOD change His mind?  HE never did and
never will - Malachi 3:6, He brews 13:8, Psalm 119:89. 

ONE of the ba sic rea sons ‘to day’ that we do not ex pe ri -
ence a Heaven sent Re vival is that at large, God’s LAW is
not be ing pre sented in LOVE!  II Co rin thi ans 7:10,
Galatians 3:24, Psalm 19.

The BIBLE (God’s eter nal, in fal li ble, inerrant Word)
clearly states “‘But I say to you that who ever looks at a
woman to lust for her has al ready com mit ted adul tery
with her in his heart’” Mat thew 5:28.  “’Do not lust af -
ter her beauty in your heart, Nor let her al lure you with
her eye lids’” Prov erbs 6:25.  “Ab stain from ev ery form of 
evil’ 1 Thessalonians 5:22.  II Tim o thy 2:22, 1 Tim o thy
6:11-16.

So should a ‘Chris tian’ in ten tion ally/pur pose fully at tend
and/or par tic i pate in the dance?  Ab so lutely not! 

From God’s point of view, I will chal lenge you to truly at -
tend/par tic i pate (male or fe male) in the ‘dance’ with out
en tic ing sin ful thoughts and/be hav ior be fore a Holy God!
Please do not even ‘con sider’ at tend ing the same ‘fel low
be liever’!   AND dear fel low Pas tor, Mis sion ary, Teacher,
Pro fes sor, BELIEVER, IF you re ally care/love ‘eter nal
souls’ in whom you are in touch with, to iden tify Sin by
name OR don’t you re ally care?

If we are go ing to see/ex pe ri ence a ‘Heaven Sent Re vival’ as 
in di vid u als, con gre ga tions, na tion ‘we’ must name SIN out
of AGAPE LOVE and deal with SIN for what it is and take
a clear cut stand!!  You see it is not only what we hear/see
that we must be care ful about; but what ‘we’ don’t hear/see
as well/omis sion.  Ezekiel 3 & 33, Rev e la tion 22:18-21.  11
Chron i cles 7:14, Jer e miah 6:16 – 19.   PRAYERFULLY
read Mark 10:17-30, read again verse 21.

THEN JESUS say: IF you love Me, feed my
‘lambs/sheep’!  (For ex am ple: an ‘Un der-shep herd’ is
known by his flock)!  We are to nur ture, strengthen, en -
cour age, ed ify, fore-warn, re buke one an other.

To try to ‘strad dle’ the fence is not only anti-scrip tural; but 
causes con fu sion, hin drance and ob sta cle for oth ers to ei -
ther get right with God Or con tinue a right re la tion ship
with God! Prayer fully seek out of LOVE to ask God to
give you a heart, grace, em pow er ment to that of  Jer e miah
out of LOVE for and with JESUS!  (Je sus WEPT over the
city of Je ru sa lem) – Luke 19:41-42.  Since that day Je sus
has wept over many cit ies and over many hu man be ings.  

Is He weep ing over any one in our home (read ers) to day? 
If so, He weeps be cause the things which be long to your
peace are hid den from your eyes.  Friend, can you take sin 
lightly over which Je sus wept/weeps?

What is the op po site of LOVE?  Likely the ma jor ity of
you will say ‘hate’.  Hate is bad, but even worse is the sin
of In dif fer ence!  Rev. 3:14 -22. Pon der: “He who says, ‘I
know Him.’ And does not keep His com mand ment is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him.  But who ever keeps His word,
truly the love of God is per fected in him.  By this we know
that we are in Him. ‘He who says he abides in Him ought
him self also to walk just as He walked’” 1 John 2:4-6.
“That you do not be come slug gish (sloth ful), but im i tate
(fol low ers) those who through faith and pa tience in herit 
the prom ises.”  He brews 6:12.  “For God is not un just
to for get your work and la bor of love which you have
shown to ward His name,” He brews 6:10a.  “Then I
heard a voice from heaven say ing to me, ‘Write:
‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now
on.’  ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from
their la bors, and their works fol low them’” Rev e la tion 
14:13.  (1 Co rin thi ans 15:57-58). 

REMEMBER God’s Word is a ‘sword’ He brews 4:12
which ‘cuts’ both ways; the giver and the re ceiver; but it is 
also the Balm of Gilead!  When you NEED to go to a
Doc tor, if you are not truth ful/hon est; likely there is very
‘lit tle’ he can do for YOU and so much more in re gards to
the Great PHYSICIAN!  

Sadly, but the ‘ma jor ity’ of folk are on the road of eter nal
abys and some ‘Chris tians’ are fall ing away (apos tasy)  –
James 5:19-20.

St. Au gus tine stated “God loves each one of us, as if there
was only one of us.”  Never the less NEVER ‘for get’ that
you and I de serve to go to Hell; but the mar vel ous
TRUTH/LOVE/GRACE res cued you and me, IF you are
on the way to Heaven!  (Folks go to Hell LOVED)  

YES, God’s LOVE is un con di tional as long as ‘we’ re -
mem ber also that GOD is SOVEREIGN, Just, Holy,
Righ teous, etc.

Je sus loves me this I know For the Bi ble tells me so  John
3:16, 18, 36. REVELATION 22:14- 21

P. S. Sec ond arily: Do you also LOVE a Land of Free dom
(USA)?  If so, then pray for USA and be sure to vote. 
Please don’t take ‘our’ FREEDOM for granted and don’t
‘vote’ your pock et book but your con science en light ened
by Scrip ture and the Holy Spirit!  Your in ter ces sory
prayer sup port and ‘vote’ is im por tant!   One vote can
make the dif fer ence!

True & faith ful ‘Mus lims’, ‘So cial ist’, etc. hate ‘Chris -
tian ity’!  But they also are ‘Eter nal be ings/souls – so pray
also for them, that they may be truly con verted/born again 
by the INCORRUPTIBLE WORD OF GOD and in a per -
sonal way ex pe ri ence the LOVE of GOD & be liev ers!



From Our Fellowship Circle

Mr. & Mrs. D. J. Wood burn, OR
Please send … cop ies of ‘Sin ners in the Hands of an An -
gry God” … And one copy of “The Lu theran Doc trine of
Con ver sion” (Ed.  Due to un fore seen cir cum stances, we
are un able to of fer you this book let.  We apol o gize for any
in con ve nience this may have brought of which we def i -
nitely in tended to make avail able.  We ask for your prayer
sup port here also as we ex plore other op tions on de vel op -
ing a book let on Con ver sion in Lu theran The ol ogy).  The
re main der of the money en closed for the fur ther ance of
the Morn ing Glory.  Yes, we have had the Morn ing Glory
in our home for many years.

My fa ther … of ten wrote ar ti cles for the same as did my
first hus band be fore he went Home in Glory!  My pres ent
hus band’s fa ther had them too and, when he went home to
Glory, we found stacks of old “Morn ing Glory’s.”

My hus band is 94 years old and I am 88 and live in a
Condo of 90 units and we pass the Morn ing Glory around
when we are through with it.   

…I last saw you when Karl and I served the AFLC Par ish
in Kenyon, MN where you had a week of meet ings.    

W. G. B. Bel grade, MN
Please send me the fol low ing: Al tar Steps, …Mir ror of the 
Heart …S/H ….. and an of fer ing of $…

Ed i tor:  Dear Friends, why not prayer fully con sider giv -
ing to mem bers of your fam ily and friends a gift that will
last a long time – basically Bib li cal Chris tian ma te rial
from the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion: “Al tar 
Steps”, “Mir ror of the Heart”, and “Sin ners in the Hands
of an An gry God” for do na tion of eight dol lars, three dol -
lars & one dol lar that are listed in the above or der along
with S/H?

O. L. A. New port, N. C.
May God plow the field with His Word through your ef -
forts!

Don’t be dis cour aged!  God is still on His Throne even if
‘lead ers’ who dis re gard God’s Laws and when trai tors are
rec og nized and spo ken of as heroes and same-sex mar -
riages are al lowed.

God is still there get ting ready to come back to the Earth
and set up His King dom – Glory to God!   Hal le lu jah! 
Amen!

One of my 6th grade stu dents grew up in the teach ings of
Chris tian ity and turned away from the Chris tian teach ings
and he is now in prison for a very long time; BUT the good 
news is that I think he has truly re pented of his sin and is
now a Chris tian.  

A. T.  Se at tle, WA 
What a won der ful pa per you send out.  The Morn ing

Glory is so good and much truth ful news in which the
Lord has truly blessed us – Thank you.

M. L. Moorhead, MN 
En closed please find a Me mo rial gift for the fur ther -

ance of the Lord’s min is try in and through the Morn ing
Glory from the Fam ily of Earla Mae Erickson’s Family.

…Our Mother loved and sup ported the Morn ing
Glory pub li ca tion. … 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Crown Is Fallen!

By Louis W. Ar nold

No book in the Bi ble con tains more pa thos, more of
the heart-throb of a bro ken hearted prophet than does the
Book of Lam en ta tions.  With weep ing eyes and com pas -
sion ate heart, he de plores the con di tions that ex ist: the fact 
that God’s peo ple have sinned and that God has had to
send judg ment upon them, the fact that their city has been
de stroyed and that their land has been left des o late un der
the siege and cap ture of Je ru sa lem by Nebuchadnezzar.

In the fi nal chap ter, the prophet’s very soul is poured
out in sup pli ca tion.  Hear ken again as he de plores their
spir i tual des ti tu tion, con fesses their sins, and calls upon
God to for give them and to re store them to their for mer
glory.  

“The crown is fallen from our head: woe unto us, that
we have sinned!”  “Turn thou us unto thee, O LORD, and
we shall be turned; re new our days as of old.”  Lam. 5:16,
21.

The two ser vants of the Lord then wept and re joiced
to gether.  When Spurgeon re turned to Lon don, he found a
let ter on his desk con tain ing three hun dred guin eas. 
“There,” he cried with joy, “the Lord has re turned my
three hun dred pounds with three hun dred shil lings’ in ter -
est!”                Se lected
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

Be Concerned and Watchful 

HOW the ‘drones’ are be ing ‘used’ to day and def i -
nitely in the fu ture!

Notice that the United Nations 

PUSHES for ‘il le gal aliens’ to be called ref ugees;
which puts more pres sure on the USA and Mex ico: could
it be an other step to ward the ‘world gov ern ment’?

Be a Scrip tural sign reader as GOD ex pects that of
YOU: as ‘Mus lims’ and ‘Fi nan cial’ con cerns on a ‘world
level’ be come more prev a lent: THEN prayer fully read
REVELATION CHAPTER SEVENTEEN AND
EIGHTEEN and keep also in mind the ec u men i cal world
church –NCC, WCC, ETC. =  (any one or group that de -
nies the sac ri fi cial BLOOD ATONEMENT OF JESUS
CHRIST)!

Amendment Would Allow Troops to Talk 
About Jesus Christ

Doug Lamborn (R-Col.) has in tro duced an amend ment 
to al low troops in the u S. mil i tary to talk openly about their
faith in Je sus Christ with out re pri sal or pun ish ment.

“De spite two years of Con gres sio nal ef forts to af firm 
ser vice mem ber’s free dom to prac tice and ex press their
faith in the mil i tary, con fu sion over the scope of that free -
dom per sists, par tic u larly in the Air Force,” re ports the
Fam ily Research Council…

“…The House unan i mously ap proved that amend -
ment … and passed the over all de fense au tho ri za tion bill
…By a bi par ti san vote of 325 to 98.

ConservativeActionAlerts

News Briefs 

**Mas sa chu setts has mar ried the world’s first les bian
“throuple.”  Three les bian women are claim ing to be
“mar ried” to one an other.  Last Au gust (2013), Brynn,
Doll and Kit ten, three les bian women, ex changed their
vows and en tered into a three some “mar riage” union.

Al though Mas sa chu setts rec og nizes same-sex “mar -
riage,” po lyg amy is still il le gal.  How ever, Mas sa chu setts
of fi cials say they will not rep ri mand the three women for
their po lyg a mous relationship.

**Ac cord ing to a Planned Par ent hood Mar Montie
2009 990 re port: Darris Gooding earned $104,481 for
“jan i to rial ser vices” and $118,435 in 2008.

Planned Par ent hood Fed er a tion of Amer ica’s  …CEO
Cecil Rich ards made over one-half mil lion dol lars
—$523,616 to be ex act –for the fis cal year end ing on June
30, 2013.  That’s a lot of money to pay the CEO of a non -
profit or ga ni za tion, par tic u larly one that claims to ca ter to
low-in come women …  For that 2012 re port ing pe riod,
PPEA’s 12-mem ber ex ec u tive team tal lied a com bined in -
come of $3.87 mil lion.

LifeNews.com 

Oklahoma and South Carolina Say No to
Common Core 

Just like Obama Care, Com mon Core, the gov ern -
ment’s ed u ca tion in cen tive, is fail ing mis er a bly.  Re cently, 
Oklahoma and South Carolina have cho sen to drop the
Com mon Core ed u ca tion stan dards be cause they be lieve
the stan dards will do more harm than good.

(In early June) Gov er nor Nikki Haley of South
Carolina signed a bill that tossed Com mon Core from the
school sys tem.  (On June 50, Gov er nor Mary Fallin of
Oklahoma like wise threw out the Com mon Core stan -
dards. 

What’s in ter est ing is Fallin ini tially was a sup porter of 
Com mon Core un til is sue af ter is sue kept aris ing over the
new stan dards.  Fallin stated, “We can not ig nore the wide -
spread con cern of cit i zens, par ents, ed u ca tors, and leg is la -
tors who have ex pressed fear that adopt ing Com mon Core
gives up lo cal con trol of Oklahoma’s public schools.”

Fallin is ab so lutely right; you can’t over look the con -
cerns that come with com mon Core.  Once states adopt
Com mon Core, they are es sen tially giv ing con trol of their
pub lic schools to the gov ern ment. 

Dr. Ron Baity, Return America
Ed i tor’s Com ments: Com mon Core is, we be lieve,

rot ten to the core.
Sword of the Lord 

Gun Club will pay for gay couple’s
wedding 

Own ers had ini tially re fused to pro vide them a venue. 

Two St. Cloud [Min ne sota] men get ting mar ried this
month [Au gust, 2014] will have their wed ding cer e mony
and re cep tion paid for by a Lit tle Falls hunt ing club af ter it 
ini tially re fused to be the site of their wedding. 
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The Min ne sota De part ment of Hu man Rights an -
nounced the set tle ment Fri day, the first of its kind since
the state legalized gay mar riage in Au gust 2013. The own -
ers of LeBlanc’s Rice Creek Hunt ing and Rec re ation Inc.
agreed to pay about $8,500 to cover the up com ing wed -
ding of Cole Frey and Adam Block, as well as apol o gize to 
the two men and com ply with the state’s non-dis crim i na -
tion law in the fu ture. 

… Dis crim i na tion based on sex ual ori en ta tion has
been il le gal un der Min ne sota law since 1993.  When the
Leg is la ture voted to le gal ize gay mar riage in 2013, it ex -
empted re li gious en ti ties from tak ing part in the sol em ni -
za tion of same-sex wed dings.  But that does n’t ex empt
in di vid u als or busi nesses from non dis crim i na tion laws
based on re li gious be liefs re gard ing same-sex mar riage.

Op po nents Are Vo cal

Crit ics of same-sex marriage warned of such
scenarios when the is sue was be fore the Leg is la ture last
year. 

“This is a shame ful ex am ple of gov ern ment forc ing
cit i zens to ac cept the government’s view of sex u al ity and
mar riage,” John Helmberger, CEO of the Min ne sota Fam -
ily Coun cil, said in a state ment re spond ing to the set tle -
ment.

Ac cord ing to its web-site, LeBlanc’s Rice Creek
opened as a pri vate shooting re serve in 1961. It is now
owned and run by the two sons of the orig i nal owners and
their cousin. …Their initial re sponses un der stand able in
light of deeply felt [re li gious] be liefs about same-sex mar -
riage. 

…Lindsey praised the club’s own ers for a will ing ness
to “own up to it and make amends. I hope this will be an
iso lated case.”

Frey said he and Block were mo ti vated by the be lief
that they have the same rights as any cou ple. 

“It’s not my place if someone in their re li gion feels
this is wrong,” Frey said. “But at the same time, it’s a feel -
ing that peo ple need to ac cept what’s go ing on and that
this is be com ing the norm.”

Taken from the Star Tribune, August 23, 2014

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Men Are Born to Serve With 
What They Are and Have

If you are a no ble man, do not brag of your no bil ity, and
do not plague your peas ants.  Do not re gard them as dogs or
think you are better be fore God than a preacher, towns man,
or peas ant be cause of your no bil ity, as now all other peo ple

are in bad odor with the no bil ity.  Well, God did not give
you your no bil ity for pride but only to be use ful and ben e fi -
cial.  But the world can not for bear mis us ing these gifts.  
The no ble man tor tures and bleeds the peas ant; the rich
towns man drains the poor; and the peas ant flays and skins
the towns man too.  In all sta tions of life peo ple are now act -
ing like this.  Life has be come merely a rough and tough
strug gle.  But this is not the way God has cre ated it.  This is
not the rea son why God lets a king be a no ble man, and a
rich towns man be born; but He cre ated and gave ev ery thing 
for the pur pose of help, ben e fit, and use that peo ple might
serve their fel low men with it. 

God did not place par ents into their sta tion merely to
en joy their chil dren and do with them what ever they please, 
far less to in cite them to an ger and em bit ter them with ex -
ces sively se vere pun ish ment, but to bring them up in the
nur ture and ad mo ni tion of the Lord.  Just so, God did not
give power to gov er nors and rul ers to have them pre sume
upon it and be ar ro gant be cause of it, tax ing their sub jects at 
will and op press ing and plagu ing them in all sort of ways,
but that their sub jects might un der their pro tec tion lead a
quiet life in all god li ness and hon esty (1 Tim o thy 2:2).  And 
St. Pe ter also says that “gov er nors are sent by him for the
pun ish ment of evil do ers and for the praise of them that do
well” 

(1 Pe ter 2:14).  For this ser vice of theirs we are to give
them toil and taxes, to fear and honor them.  The fact is that
the better and the higher and the more hon or able the sta tion
of life is which a man oc cu pies, the more dil i gently should
he see to it that he may ad vise, as sist, and en cour age oth ers.  
For what ever God gives us – whether it be spir i tual or tem -
po ral gifs, wis dom, un der stand ing, abil ity, power, riches,
money, and goods – we should use for the im prove ment and 
ben e fit of our neigh bor.

But the world does not do this.  It mis uses all crea tures:
money, wine, and grain.  It is stingy, mi serly; it makes a dis -
play of its ad van tages.  Who ever is learned, rich, no ble,
flaunts the fact and is proud of it, de spis ing oth ers, who are
not his equals.  No one bears in mind that on Judg ment Day
our Lord God will de mand an ac count from ev ery one as to
how he has con ducted his of fice or call ing and will say: I
have en dowed you be fore oth ers with no bil ity, a high un -
der stand ing wis dom and power, riches and other ad van -
tages.  Did you use these gifts for the ben e fit, bet ter ment,
and en cour age ment of your neigh bor, lov ing him as your -
self?  Then your con science will say, No, Lord, I did not as -
sist him in his need.  I sought my in ter ests alone.  I for sook
him and con sid ered other peo ple geese.  Then God will say: 
Then de part from Me, ac cursed one, into the abyss of hell,
into the eter nal fire.        * Ser mon on John 1:12 – 13.  

              Taken from Martin Luther Speaks To Us, Year
of Jubilee, The American Lutheran Church
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Except ye turn, and become as little
children, ye shall in no wise enter into the

kingdom of heaven.    Matthew 18:3

We who are sit ting here to gether in our home are at -
tached to one an other by life’s fin est and most ten der
bonds.  Let us not for get to thank God for this.

We also have in com mon the de sire to reach heaven. 
And it is God’s will that we should all be gath ered in His
great home above.  God grant that none of us may be miss -
ing on that day!

We are alike also in this, that we have all done cer tain
things in or der to get to heaven.  He who speaks to us to -
day knows us all very well.  He knows the in ner most re -
cesses of our hearts.  He has fol lowed us in our great est
strug gles and heard our deep est groanings.  He is our
friend.  

And He would help us in this most im por tant mat ter of 
all in life, that of reach ing our home with God above.  

Now He says: Ex cept ye turn, ye shall in no wise en ter 
in.  Here with the ques tion is di rected to all of us: Have you 
turned?  Are you con verted?

If you are not conv erted, you can not en ter in, even if
you de sire to do so, think of do ing so, and hope to do so.

Per haps you do like this ques tion.
You think that all this talk about con ver sion is too

easy, too sche matic, too piet ist ic.
That does not sur prise me.  There is some thing of fen -

sive about con ver sion; but I would have you re flect upon
the fact that it is Je sus who has spo ken these words about
con ver sion.  And He is the only real ex pert in this field.  It
is im pos si ble for Him to tone down the truth, even though
you and many oth ers take of fense at it.  

At the same, time, re mem ber that Je sus speaks these
hard, strict words in most ten der love.  He would help you, 
so that you will not de ceive your self and be come eter nally 
lost.  

Taken from God’s Word for Today, by O. Hallesby,
Copyright – 1994 Augsburg Fortress, Permission

granted.

Mar tin Lu ther Speaks To Us 

How Best to Serve Men 

The great est of all ser vices is to free him (my fel low
man) from sins, to lib er ate him from the devil and hell. 
But how is this done?  Through the Gos pel, by preach ing
it to him and tell ing him that he should cling to the works
of Christ and firmly be lieve that Christ’s righ teous ness is
his and his sins are Christ’s.  This, I say, is the great est ser -

vice I can ren der my fel low man.  Cursed be the life that a
man lives only for him self and not for his fel low man.  On
the other hand, blessed be the life in which a man does not
live for, and serve, him self but his fel low man.            *  Ser -
mon clos ing on John 20:19- 31. 

Serve for the Love of Serv ing and Help ing
In short, the min is try re quires a hun ger and thirst for

righ teous ness that can never be curbed or stopped or
sated, one that looks for noth ing and cares for noth ing ex -
cept the ac com plish ment and main te nance of the right, de -
spis ing ev ery thing that hin ders this end.  If you can not
make the world com pletely pi ous, then do what you can. 
It is enough that you have done your duty and have helped
a few, even if there be only one or two.  If oth ers will not
fol low, then in God’s name let them go.  You must not run
away on ac count of the wicked, but rather con clude: I did
not un der take this for their sake, and I shall not drop it for
their sake.  Even tu ally some of them might come around;
at least there might be fewer of them, and they may im -
prove a lit tle.      Se lected. 

God is a just judge, and God is an gry
with the wicked ev ery day.  Psalm 7:11

Most do not like to think of God as ever be ing an gry
with sin ners.  They like to think of Him as an in dul gent
grand fa ther.  They feel God will over look their sin and the
doors of heaven will wel come them when they die.  But
God is holy and just; sin must be pun ished.  And this is
why Christ came, to bear the an ger and pun ish ment for sin
on the cross that we all de served.  Have you re ceived
Christ as your Lord and Sav iour?  If you are a be liever re -
mem ber, God still hates sin.  Do not think lightly of it. 

          – Don ald L. Norbie

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Al mighty!
Early in the morn ing our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy!  Mer ci ful and mighty!
God in three per sons, blessed Trin ity!
            R. Heber

10

Love will rebuke evil but not
rejoice in it.  Love will be

impatient of sin but patient
with the sinner.

D. L. Moody 



Who comforteth us in all our affliction,
that we may be able to comfort them that
are in any affliction, through the comfort
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of

God.  2 Co rin thi ans 1:4

The apos tle here men tions one as pect of the bless ing
which our suf fer ings bring to oth ers.  We have af flic tions
in or der that we may be able to com fort those who are in
af flic tion of any kind.

Un ques tion ably the apos tle is thinking of pro found
and sa cred ex pe ri ences in his own life.  In the elev enth
chap ter of our epis tle he tells us a lit tle of what he has suf -
fered for Christ’s sake.  It is ter ri ble in deed; but he also re -
minds us, in our verse to day, of the abun dant com fort
which he re ceived from God in these ter ri ble af flic tions.  
We need think only of Paul and Silas in prison at Philippi
with their feet fas tened to the stocks.  God com forted them 
in such a way that they sang songs of praise.  The apos tle
knew now that the com fort which he re ceived en abled him 
to comfort others.  

Child of God, this is for you – you who have so many
trib u la tions and af flic tions.  You are not dis turbed so much 
by the fact that you suf fer as you are by the fact that your
suf fer ings seem to you to be so de void of mean ing.  The
apos tle here tells you that you are be ing trained by God to
com fort other suf fer ers.  You can not com fort oth ers with
any other com fort than that with which God has been able
to com fort you.  You re mem ber, no doubt, how blessed it
was when you met some one who had gone through the
same suf fer ings that you had and had been comforted by
God.

Re mem ber that you who have suf fered and have been
com forted of God are priv i leged to com fort more  peo ple
than you know.  Not only by speak ing with suf fer ing peo -
ple di rectly.  Only a few will speak to you about their suf -
fer ings.  How ever, all peo ple suf fer.  And they need
com fort.  And hun ger for com fort.  And it has been so or -
dained that there is some thing un speak able about a per son
who has suf fered a great deal, but who has also been abun -
dantly com forted of God, some thing which is of great
com fort and help to all suffering souls.

     Taken from God’s Word for Today, O. Hallesby,
Copyright 1994 Augsburg Fortress, Permission Granted 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Don’t Quit 

When things go wrong, as they sometimes will, 
When the road you’re trudging seems all uphill, 
When funds are low and debts are high
And you want to smile but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit,
Rest if you must; but don’t you quit.
Life is odd with its twists and turns, 
As every one of us sometimes learns;
And many a failure urns about,
When he might have won had he stuck it out.
Don’t give up, though the pace seems slow –
You may succeed with another blow.
Often the goal is nearer than 
It seems to a faint and faltering man.
Often the struggler has given up,
When he might have captured the victor’s cup,
And learned too late, when the night slipped down,
How close he was to the golden crown.
Success is failure turned inside out – 
The silver tint of the clouds of doubt.
And you can never tell how close you are;
It may be near when it seems afar.
So stick to the fight when you’re hardest hit – 
It’s when things seem worst that you mustn’t quit.
          Au thor un known 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Nation’s Prayer 
God give us men!  A time like this de mands
Strong minds, great heads, true faith, and ready hands –
Men whom the lust of of fice does not kill,
Men whom the spoils of of fice can not buy,
Men who pos sess opin ions and a will;
Men who have honor and who will not lie;
Men who can stand be fore a dem a gogue
And scorn his treach er ous flat ter ies with out wink ing;
Tall men, sun-crowned who live above the fog
In pub lic duty and in pri vate think ing!

            J. G. Hol land 
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STRONG IN BATTLE 
(Con tin ued from last is sue of Morn ing Glory)

The other en emy with which the Chris tian must
reckon is the spir i tual hosts of wick ed ness in the heav enly
places.  The en emy is not only here on earth and vis i ble to
us; he is about us in the air, in vis i ble.  

In Dan iel 10 we are told that Dan iel was in mourn ing
for three whole weeks.  From other ex pres sions in the
book we are led to un der stand that he prayed a good deal
dur ing this time.  There was a spe cial bur den upon his
heart con cern ing which he had to speak with the Lord;
verses 12 and 13 leads us to be lieve that.  There it is writ -
ten: “Then said he unto me, Fear not, Dan iel; for from the
first day that thou didst set thy heart to un der stand, and to
hum ble thy self be fore thy God, thy words were heard: and
I am come for thy words’ sake.  But the prince of the king -
dom of Per sia with stood me one and twenty days; but, lo,
Mi chael, one of the chief princes, came to help me.”  

Dan iel’s prayer was heard in heaven from the first day 
that he called upon the Lord, but it took twenty-one days
for the an swer to reach him; the pow ers of the air pre -
vented the mes sen ger from get ting through to Dan iel.  We
are told that this power was the prince of Per sia.  If help
was to reach Dan iel, God’s mes sen ger had to be given as -
sis tance in break ing through the spir i tual hosts that op -
posed him.  So Mi chael, one of the chief princes – the
guard ian of Is rael, was sent to as sist the mes sen ger so that
he could reach Dan iel.  Af ter this the mes sen ger was to
have a new en coun ter with the price of Per sia, and was
also to meet the prince of Greece; again he was to be
assisted by Michael.

If we turn to the Book of Rev e la tion we shall find that
the same pow ers are fight ing each other.  “And there was
war in heaven; Mi chael and his an gels go ing forth to war
with the dragon; and the dragon warred and his an gels;
and they pre vailed not, nei ther was their place found any
more in heaven.  And the great dragon wad cast down, the
old ser pent, he that is called the Devil and Sa tan, the de -
ceiver of the whole world; he was cast down to the earth,
and his an gels were cast down with him.”  (Rev. 12:7-9)

These re mark able pow ers in the air seem to have two
meth ods of car ry ing out their war fare.  The first is to pre -
vent help from God to reach us.  It is a kind of spir i tual
block ade that is ap plied against the Chris tians in or der to
starve them into sub mis sion.  The other method is one of
direct attack.

Dan iel and John show us this bat tle as it is fought be -
tween the hosts of God on the one side and the hosts of
wick ed ness in the air on the other.  Paul shows us these
same evil pow ers at war against God’s peo ple.  

Such clear pas sages should con vince us that the doc -
trine con cern ing the evil pow ers which op pose God’s peo -
ple is not empty talk.  Fur ther more, we ought to re mem ber
that Sa tan is not only fight ing against in di vid ual Chris -
tians, nor even against the whole Chris tian Church; he is
seek ing to con quer the na tions and to make them sub ser vi -
ent to him self.  It is Sa tan him self who is chief of the spir i -
tual hosts of wickedness in the air.

Few, if any, of us have a clear con cep tion of what
power these spir its of wick ed ness have to de ceive Chris -
tians and to bring di sas ter to na tions.  If we could un der -
stand this a bit more clearly, and could gain a greater
in sight into the meth ods of work of these spir its, we
should be able to know the rea son for much of the evil that
we see in the world.  We should then dis cover that the or i -
gin of world wards lies more with Sa tan than with kings
and dictators.   

The same Sa tan who sought to con trol Per sia and
Greece in days of old has not for got ten the world in the
twen ti eth cen tury.

T  T  T

Our great com fort and hope for the fu ture is that this
evil power shall one day be bro ken.  Sa tan shall not only
fall from heaven; he is to fall out of ev ery man’s heart and
out of the world; he is to go down into the bot tom less pit,
down into the lake that burns with fire and brim stone,
down into the place for the devil and his an gels.  There he
shall be im pris oned through all eter nity.  This com fort
gives ev ery Chris tian cour age to con tinue the battle.

Vic tory over Sa tan is as cer tain and glo ri ous as the
bat tle is fierce.  When the vic tor’s crown shall have been
placed upon our heads by the Sav ior Him self, and we shall 
have be come like our Lord, no one will be sorry that he
has had a part-in this bat tle.  It will be a great day when the
last notes from the trum pets of war shall have died down,
and we may go through the por tals into the city of rest and
glad ness.  If the bat tle has been hard, so much more glo ri -
ous shall the vic tory be; peace and life shall rule in God’s
eter nal Kingdom.    

And an gels shall stand on that heav enly strand, 
To wel come the vic tors to heaven’s bright land.

The hosts of God have also had a part in this bat tle;
there fore they shall also blend their voices in the vic tor’s
song.  What a ju bi lant song that will be!

On ward then ye peo ple, 
 Join our happy throng,
Blend with ours your voices
 In the tri umph song;
Glory, laud, and honor
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 Unto Christ the King;
This through count less ages
 Men and an gels sing. 

Crowns and thrones may per ish,
 King doms rise and wane,
But the Church of Je sus 
 Con stant will re main;
Gates of hell can never 
 ‘Gainst that Church pre vail; 
We have Christ’s own prom ise, 
 And that can not fail. 

Taken from Spirit and Power, by Ludvig Hope, Copyright
Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation – 1959.

Ed i tor’s Note: “‘And they over came him by the
blood of the Lamb and by the word of their tes ti mony,
and they did not love their lives to the death’” Rev e la -
tion 12:11.

“WHETHER IT BE GOOD OR WHETHER IT BE

EVIL, WE WILL OBEY THE VOICE OF THE

LORD OUR GOD.”   Jer. 42:6

The text is part of the tes ti mony of a peo ple who had
ex pe ri enced to their sor row the re sult of dis obe di ence. 
They had pledged them selves to obey God whether the an -
swer was ac cord ing to their wishes or not.  But by read ing
fur ther into the chap ter one will find that the an swer given
by God was not ac cord ing to their pre-de ter mined plans
and the re sult was that they dis obeyed God. The price of
such dis obe di ence was al most the de struc tion of the
remnant of Israel. 

Dis obe di ence is the source of all mis ery, sor row and
dis grace.  The fruits of dis obe di ence are nu mer ous bro ken
homes and hearts, slaves to sin, jails pen i ten tia ries, in sane
asy lums, etc.  It was dis obe di ence that caused the Is ra el -
ites to wan der in the wil der ness for forty years.   Dis obe di -
ence pre vented Mo ses from en joy ing the land of Ca naan. 
Dis obe di ence caused King Saul to lose all.

But we find obe di ence is a vir tue which teaches us to
readily em brace and dil i gently put into ex e cu tion what -
ever is com manded us.  The strength of obe di ence de -
pends on the de struc tion of self will and the power to
ex e cute the pen alty for dis obe di ence.   To il lus trate we
find some chil dren have never and never will obey their
par ents.  Fur ther more, we find some par ents who can not
ex e cute the pen alty for dis obe di ence be cause the chil dren
can talk themselves out of trouble.

Obe di ence was the chief vir tue in the pa tri archs,
proph ets and the Apos tles.  Abra ham was called ‘the

friend of God’ be cause of his obe di ence with his faith. 
Jer e miah was de ter mined to obey God even though it
meant be ing put in a well.  Dan iel obeyed God in spite of
the ‘breath of the lions’ in his face.  Pe ter said, ‘We ought
to obey God rather than men.’  It meant many stripes but
he lived what he preached.  Je sus Christ was the very pat -
tern of obe di ence.  All his thoughts, words and ac tions of
His life were bent on doing the Fa ther’s will and obey ing
His com mand ments (John 6:38).  ‘Je sus found it a de light 
to obey God.’ Do we?”

THE EVANGELIST OF TRUTH

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Raman,who co or di nates re lief ef forts for the ref u gees, 
is a tes ta ment of Ferhad’s evan gel i cal work.  “Even when
Mus lim neigh bors re fused to help their own broth ers, it
was Chris tian out sid ers who met the needs of the ref u -
gees,” Raman said.  “When I wit nessed the love of Chris -
tians I saw what I was miss ing in Is lam and I de cided to
follow Christ.”

Front-line work ers like Raman, Ferhad and the pas tor
in Kirkuk are shin ing ex am ples of per se ver ance in the face 
of per se cu tion for the gos pel.  Their tes ti mo nies are re -
mind ers that the mes sage we bring is worth the suf fer ing
and dy ing for.  … “An Iraq void of Chris tians will be an
Iraq with out hope,” the Christians say.

“I don’t want to leave the coun try be cause I know God 
has a rea son for putt ing me here” said 17 year old Lina in
Bagh dad.  “Even if I die be cause I’m a Chris tian I will be
happy be cause I’m dy ing for Je sus.”

Voice of the Martyrs

And Jonathan Saul’s son arose, and went to
David into the wood, and strengthened his

hand in God.  1 Samuel 23:16

Saul had been search ing daily for Da vid, but could not 
find him, for God was pro tect ing him (1 Sam. 23:14).  Yet, 
Jon a than eas ily lo cated Da vid when he jour neyed into the
for est of Ziph.  What was the dif fer ence?  Jon a than loved
Da vid and de sired to en cour age him to do the will of God,
while Saul hated Da vid and sought to kill him.  God over -
sees such things.  He blesses self less love and de spises
self ish hatred.  The wrath of man does not work the righ -
teous ness of God and ha tred is mur der com mit ted in the
heart.   “Blessed are the pure (Ed. ‘sin gle ness’) in heart
for they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8).  W. A. H. 

And from my smit ten heart, with tears, two won ders I con -
fess:
The won ders of His glo ri ous love, and my own worth less -
ness.          Eliz a beth C. Clephane
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Covetousness
Cov et ous ness is a de cep tive sin.  No one thinks he is

cov et ous.  It pa rades un der spa cious names like econ omy,
fore sight and pru dence.  Where does wise sav ing end and
greed be gin?  At what point does a man cease to save for
his fam ily and cross over into the quest for riches? 

How easy it is for our self ish minds to ra tio nal ize our
cov et ous ness!  One pas tor stated, “Among all the prayers
in prayer meet ing and deep con fes sion of sin in times of
search ing, I have never once heard the sin of cov et ous ness 
confessed.”

One preacher spoke on this un der the sub ject “The Sin 
We Are Afraid to Men tion.”  So uni ver sal, so hid den, so
pow er ful, but so de cep tive is it that we are scarcely aware
of its ex is tence.  

In eval u at ing the var i ous com mand ments, many peo -
ple would min i mize the im por tance of the one which
reads, “Thou shall not covet.”

Leslie B. Flynn

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Stand Fast 

“Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold to the
traditions which ye have been taught, whether

by word, or our epistle.”   2 Thessalonians 2:15

Lib er als com monly ques tion the au thor ity of the
Scrip tures on the as sump tion that they were based on an -
cient tra di tions.

How ever, the word “tra di tions” it self as used here con -
veys no such idea.  It means sim ply “that which has been
de liv ered.”  Paul used the same word in de fin ing the gos pel.  
“For I de liv ered unto you first of all that which I also re -
ceived, how that Christ died for our sins ac cord ing to the
scrip tures” 1 Co rin thi ans 15:3.  Paul did not add or sub tract 
any thing to what he had re ceived di rectly from God.  “For I 
nei ther re ceived it of man, nei ther was I taught it, but by the
rev e la tion of Je sus Christ” Galatians 1:12.

He was mak ing the same claim to the Chris tians at
Thessalonica.  He had first taught them “by word” when
he preached there in per son (Acts 17:1-4), then later by
“our epis tle” in his first let ter.  Now, in his fol low-up let ter
to them, he was re mind ing them that, in both in stances, he
(as an apos tle) had com mu ni cated to them only those
things he had di rectly re ceived from God by di vine rev e la -
tion.  There fore, it was in deed vi tal that they should
“stand fast, and hold” these great truths “which ye have
been taught.”  Paul was as sert ing that God had di rectly
com mu ni cated, through him, the new truths which He
wanted them to have.  

Be fore the New Tes ta ment was writ ten, much had to

be con veyed ver bally to the early church, through the
apos tles and proph ets.   Later, the por tions of those teach -
ings that were of per ma nent ap pli ca tion were inscript -
urated (com pare Acts 17:3 with 1 Co rin thi ans 15:3-4). 
The end re sult of this mar vel ous pro cess was the inerrant
Bi ble we have to day, and it is this com pleted rev e la tion of
God that we must hold fast.               Henry M. Morris, Ph.D.

   Taken from Days of Praise by Institute for Creation
Research – Copyright – 2014, Permission Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Grain On The Mountaintop 

(Read Psalm 72:12 – 20)

There will be abundance of grain in the earth,
on the top of the mountains.   Psalm 72:16

I’ve been on a num ber of moun tain tops in the U. S. in
my time, and I can tell you that not much grows up there. 
The sum mits of moun tains are bare rock and li chen.  
That’s not where you would nor mally find an abun dance
of grain.

But Sol o mon, who wrote Psalm 72, asked God for “an 
abun dance of grain on the top of the moun tains,” to char -
ac ter ize his reign as king.  If grain on the moun tain is so
un usual, what is Sol o mon sug gest ing?  That God’s power
can pro duce re sults in even the most un prom is ing soil?

Per haps you think of your self as a lit tle per son, with
very lit tle to bring to the king dom.  Take cour age:  God
can pro duce an abun dant har vest through you.  This is one
of the iro nies of faith: God uses the in sig nif i cant to ac com -
plish the great.   Not many of us are wise or no ble; most of
us are anon y mous and far from ex traor di nary.  Yet all of us 
can be used.  And con trary to what we might think, it is be -
cause of our weak ness that we can be used by God. (1 Cor.
1:27 – 29; 2 Cor. 12:10).

It’s pos si ble to be too big or proud for God to use, but
we can never be too lit tle.  “Out of weak ness” we are
“made strong” (Heb. 11:34).  By God’s great power, we
can do all that He has called us to do.

             Da vid Roper 

Lord, You work through such com mon things –
Those of us with flaws and weak nesses.
We are in awe of Your power and hum bled by Your 
Choice of us.  Our hearts long to be faith ful to You.
To ex pe ri ence God’s power, 
We must first ad mit that we are weak.

Taken from Our Daily Bread, RBC Ministries –
Copyright – 2013; Permission Granted
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They Went Into the Ark
Ralph W. Neigh bour 

You want to be pretty care ful where you go and where
you take your fam ily for safety.  A boat may look fairly safe,
but the keel could be rot ten.  Some boats may be all right un -
til a storm co mes, but in a storm they will floun der and sink.   

My friends, there is only one ark that will be safe in the
Day of Judg ment when God’s hand co mes like a tem pest
upon sin ful men.  If you en ter the ark of Christ Je sus, you can 
brave the storm.  The judg ment of God will come upon the
ark and not upon you.

Noah could have taken some of his fam ily upon a high
moun tain or pin na cle, but when the floods came no pin na cle
was high enough.  You will never find any re li gion, preacher
or church mem ber ship high enough or big enough to carry
you through the storms of judg ment.  Be sure you and your
fam ily have es tab lished your faith upon Christ Je sus and
Christ alone.  

The whole ark that Noah built was likely rid i culed for
many a year.  To the world it stood as a mon u ment of rid i -
cule, but for Noah it stood as a ref uge in the hour of need.

Peo ple may rid i cule Christ.  They may scorn God; but
be lieve me, you will be mighty glad when the Day of Judg -
ment co mes to know that you have an chored your soul in the
cleft of the Rock.  

The test of any ship is whether or not it will stand the
storms.  That is the most vi tal ques tion.  Spir i tu ally, the test of 
any ark or any ref uge is whether or not it will save my soul
from death and sin.  If you have a re li gion that does not give
you vic tory over sin or does not give you def i nite as sur ance
of eter nal life, it is worth less.

If you have not done so al ready, ask your self this ques -
tion:  If I should die this very mo ment, would I go to
Heaven?  If you are not pos i tive of it, if you are not cer tain of
it, you had better get on a boat that won’t sink.

If there is any thing in life you should be cer tain about, it
is your soul’s wel fare.  The Bi ble is God’s Word, and the Bi -
ble says that who so ever be lieves in (trusts) Je sus shall not
per ish but have ev er last ing life (John 3:16).  (Ed i tor: Pro -
vided YOU re main/abide IN Christ un til you die).  If God
says it, that set tles it.  If you have trusted Je sus Christ as your
own per sonal Sav iour, you are just as sure of Heaven as if
you were there.  (Ed i tor: Romans 8:1, John 1:12-13).  Christ
is your only sure ref uge.  

I thank God that the ark was big enough so there was
room enough for ev ery one to en ter in who de sired to do so. 
Even so, Je sus Christ is big enough for the whole world. 
John said, “Be hold the Lamb of God, which tak eth away the
sin of the world” (1:29).  There is room enough for you to get 
on board. 

Sword of the Lord
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LEAN!?!?

Please read Habakkuk 3:17 - 19.

For Mor de cai the Jew was next unto king
Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews … seek ing the
wealth of his peo ple, and speak ing peace to all his
seed. Es ther 10:3.
In these days of self ish ness and greed (Ed. cov et ous -
ness also), it is re fresh ing to read of a man who used his 
el e vated po si tion to bless oth ers.  God’s hand pro tected 
Mor de cai and saw him saved from what seemed to be
cer tain death and lifted to a place of po lit i cal power
and in flu ence.  In stead of us ing it for his own ben e fit,
Mor de cai sought the wealth of his peo ple.  May God
help us to be gen er ous and self less with God’s bless -
ings to us. – G. S. 

As we re ceive, so let us give, with ready, gen er ous
hand, Rich fruitage from the lives we live, to bless our
home and land. – P. A. Chub

“God is able to make all grace abound to ward you;
that ye, al ways hav ing all suf fi ciency in all things,
may abound to ev ery good work”.  2 Co rin thi ans 9:8.

All need ful grace will God be stow,

And crown that grace with glory too; 

He gives us all things, and with holds 

No real good from up right souls. – Se lected 

“He which soweth spar ingly shall reap also spar -
ingly; and he which soweth boun ti fully shall reap
also boun ti fully”. 2 Co rin thi ans 9:6

“But who am I, and who are my peo ple, That we
should be able to of fer so will ingly as this?  For all
things come from You, And of Your own we have
given You” 1 Chron i cles 29:14.  (Please read also 1
Chron i cles 29:10 – 14).

Fi nan cially this past ‘sum mer’ has been lean and it
would be so ap pre ci ated to be able to meet our cur rent
ex penses, but even greater IF ‘we’ could re gain some
‘fi nan cial’ ground.  Are you will ing to be a help ing
‘hand’ in this area of the Lord’s King dom?

Thank you so much for what you are will ing and able
to do in this be half and may our ‘Liv ing Sav ior’ richly
bless YOU in re turn!  Not the rea son for ‘giv ing’ but
no tice what God prom ises in Luke 6:38.

Au gust’s In come for the min is try of the Morn ing
Glory is approx. $2,377.00.

The cost of pub lish ing and mail ing Morn ing Glory
each month is approx. $2,000.00
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Dust to dust, the mor tal dies,

Both the fool ish and the wise;

God my wait ing soul shall save, 

He will raise me from the grave.

           Au thor Un known

(Ed i tor: And NEW ‘body’ like Je sus’ body) 


